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Aside from all the superheroes, aliens, and 
paranormal demons, the Valiant Universe isn’t 

all that different from our own world – which is why 
Livewire’s decision to cause a nationwide power 
outage at the start of the HARBINGER WARS 2 series 
hits such a strong nerve. Can you imagine the sheer 
chaos that would occur IRL if every single electronic 
device in the entire country went out all at once?

Of course, power outages happen all the time in 
everyday life – and while they don’t typically oc-
cur on a national scale, they can still be plenty 
devastating, depending on the circumstances. 
Before the next big blackout hits your town, 
make sure you have these essential emergency 
preparedness items ready in your home:

Food. Make sure you have three days’ worth of 
food stored for emergencies! Your supply should 
have a long shelf life, require little or no cooking 
or refrigeration, and shouldn’t be too salty or 
spicy (to help conserve water!). And don’t forget, 
you’ll need a manual can opener, too!

Water. It’s also good to have a supply of clean 
water on hand!  Most emergency services suggest 
that you store a minimum of one gallon per person 
per day for three to fi ve days, for everything from 
drinking water to brushing your teeth. If you’re not 
using commercially bottled water, you’ll also need 
to replace your supply every six months.

Light. Unless your power has been interrupted 
by a machine-manipulating technopath, you’ll 
want fl ashlights or a portable lantern with fully 
charged batteries – but you should also have 
plenty of candles with waterproof matches, too!

First Aid Kit. These usually include items 
like bandages, gauze, athletic tape, aspirin, 
antibiotic ointments, non-latex gloves, scissors, 
and tweezers. If you want to make your own kit, 
go online to fi nd a whole list of what you’ll need 
– the Red Cross is a great reference point, and 
they also sell pre-made kits as well.

Entertainment. Sitting there waiting for the 
power to come back on can be an excruciating 
experience, so you’ll need plenty of cards, board 
games, books, and comics to keep your mind 
off things!

Hopefully, you won’t have to use any of these tools 
and supplies in the near future... but it’s always 
best to be prepared just in case! Except for the 
comics, of course. Trust us, you’ll need those.  ■
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